
out how to help each stu-
dent see and receive new 
information at the first 
mention and conversation 
and to do this without 
them being reserved or 
fearful of something new, 
then success can come 
sooner. 

I do all of this to continue 
to accelerate their listen-
ing and reasoning skills 
so that they can be more 
fruitful in interpreting, 
questioning, learning and 
using knowledge to ad-
vance their musician-
ship.  Then big ideas cre-
ated from assimilating 
the perfectly executed 
and understood smaller 
ideas can form.  Learning 
is like when in science 
when you combine sim-
ple atoms of simple ele-
ments together with lots 
of energy (reaction) and 
with time you usually can 
create newer, more useful 
and more varied com-
pounds and substanc-
es.  The newer com-
pounds or ideas are relat-
ed to and yet so much 
bigger than the sum of 
the original smaller 
parts.  Mastering the 
smaller parts of commu-
nication and learning 

By Wayne Estes 

Last week a student of mine 
looked at me, smiled and 
said “I get it now.”  And 
another one grasped her 
head with both hands, 
smiled and looked at me, 
made an exploding sound 
and wildly moved her arms 
off of her head simulating a 
volcanic explosion. 

THIS is what I truly love 
about teaching.  It is the im-
pact we bring, no matter 
how small or large.  It is the 
joy I get in seeing the stu-
dent’s exuberance in discov-
ery and their epiphany in 
learning and grasping onto 
something new and excit-
ing.  It is the moment when 
I see the spark of knowledge 
cross the gap from the un-
known to the known in the 
student’s eyes and face. 
When the student under-
stands the concept or finger-
ing pattern, rhythm or what-
ever it is and it’s no longer 
an item in a book or a state-
ment coming from me, but it 
is transferred information 
turned into newly formed 
knowledge. Boom! Learn-
ing! 
 
 

It all starts with a plan. I 
begin in our first lesson 
asking lots of questions to 
the student and parent.  If 
I can learn how to moti-
vate the parents, the stu-
dent and me, this will like-
ly go well and be a ful-
filling relationship for 
each of us for a long 
while.  So I question my-
self and my students with 
each new task and tool 
and I specifically try to 
understand how they best 
learn. In doing that I can 
feed them new knowledge 
(fingerings, tone shaping, 
phrasing, rhythmic ideas, 
etc) so that they will open-
ly accept, hear and follow 
my advice in the near and 
distant future.  From my 
very first lesson I am con-
ditioning each student and 
family not only in how to 
play music more success-
fully and easily but how to 
listen more effectively and 
efficiently so that they will 
be able to follow and com-
plete directions and com-
municate better with 
me.  Then future instruc-
tions and practicing will 
become easier to do with 
more success and with 
more speed through true 
understanding between the 
three of us.  If I can figure 
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Be on the lookout for 

some great perfor-

mance and volunteer 
opportunities coming 

up through CSM! 
 

As we enter the holi-
day season, students 
will have the chance 

to perform locally for 
volunteer hours! 

 

Stay tuned for more 
information! 
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Congrats! 

 
Jordan Lily, 
Allison Lily, 

Josef Zimmerman, 
and Morgan 

Freiberg 

 made Regional  
Orchestra 



 

 

 

CSM recently partnered up with Loudoun County Parks and Recreation for the Leesburg Air Show! Vocalists Chloe and Keira sang 

the National Anthem as parachute jumpers carrying the American flag landed in sync with their last notes! How cool is that! 

 

 

Recital Reminder!! 

Piano Recital: Saturday, 10/22 2:00 – 8:00pm @ Hamilton Baptist Church 
Guitar & Electric Bass Recital: Saturday, 10/29 1:30 – 5:30pm @ Leesburg Community Church 
Strings, Woodwinds, and Brass Recital:Saturday, 11/12 2pm – 7pm @ Hamilton Baptist Church 
Percussion, Voice, and Adult Recital: Saturday, 11/19 1:30 – 5:30pm @ Hamilton Baptist Church 

- Percussion 1:30 – 2:30pm 
- Voice 3:00pm – 4:15pm  

- Adult 4:30 – 5:30pm 

how your students put their thoughts and music together can launch their music to a much more advanced, fun 
and challenging level that is actually easier for them and so much more enjoyable for you and their families. 

It all starts with the joy of discovery passed from teacher to student and plays out in how effectively and pa-
tiently the teacher can create wonderment and communication. Patiently proceeding at each lesson by method-
ically setting all the learning pieces together in order to build a student’s confidence and skill set will continue 
to self-motivate and self-perpetuate as the knowledge and love transfers from you to them and they start to 
grow in new ways.  The trick is how effectively you as their teacher can sum their smaller skills into a self-
perpetuating reaction that will move them onward and upward into lifelong music making! 

CSM Students Around Town! 


