
strument from sudden chang-

es in atmosphere. 

 

3. Store your instrument 

away from common heat 

sources 

If you are intent on leaving 

your instrument out of its 

case for any length of time, be 

aware that household heat 

can also damage your instru-

ment by drying it out. Some 

common sources of house-

hold heat include: heat regis-

ters, fireplaces, ovens, stand-

alone heaters, etc. If at all 

possible, store your instru-

ment in an area of the house 

that is removed from these 

sources. 

 

4. Never leave your in-

strument in your car 

This is a valuable piece of ad-

vice for a variety of reasons. 

Most importantly, during the 

winter months, the rapid 

change in temperatures (from 

70 degrees indoors to 20 de-

grees outside) can damage 

your instrument. 

 

WHY do ANY of this? 

 

1. It protects your invest-

ment: Parents and students 

have a lot more invested in 

their instrument than just 

money. Everyone invests time 

and energy in a student’s mu-

sical development, including 

the student! Think of all the 

opportunities for progress 

you will miss when your in 

The winter months can be detri-

mental to your instrument, espe-

cially for those made of wood. 

The constant flux between hot 

and cold/inside and outside tem-

peratures can cause cracks, opens 

seams, and a variety of other 

problems. If you own a piano, 

nylon acoustic guitar, steel string 

acoustic guitar, violin, viola, cello, 

or bass, this is for you! We want 

to help you avoid unnecessary 

and costly repairs. Over the next 

few months, please take the fol-

lowing precautions…    

 

1. Get a humidifier for your 

case 

 Classical String Instru-

ments (Violin/Viola/Cello/

Bass):CSM recommends the 

“Dampit”.  Dampits can be pur-

chased in-store at Music and Arts 

or Melodee Music. If you feel the 

urge to do some online shopping, 

they can also be found at Ama-

zon.com and Musicians-

friend.com. Be sure to check 

your dampit every week as it will 

dry out quickly. Always follow 

the manufacturer’s instruc-

tions.If you are not careful, excess 

water can leak out and cause fur-

ther damage. Your Dampit should 

be moist, never dripping wet. 

 Guitarists (nylon and 

steel string): There are lots of 

options for guitarists. The best 

solution is to ask your instructor. 

Guitar humidifiers can be pur-

chased in-store at Music and 

Arts, or Melodee Music. You can 

also purchase them online at Am-

azon.com or Musiciansfriend.com. 

Remember, always ask your 

instructor before you buy! 

 

 

Pianists:CSM recommends 

you call the Piano Company here 

in town and/or ask your own 

technician for their advice. Built

-in piano humidifiers are much 

more involved and require con-

siderable expertise to install. 

This is definitely a “don’t try 

this at home” kind of deal.  For 

more information, and to get 

an idea of what you are looking 

for, visit the following site: 

http://www.pianolifesaver.com/

english/home.php 

 In-room humidifiers: 

You can use a room humidifier 

in lieu of an in-case humidifier. 

Keep in mind that they are 

usually noisy and require rou-

tine maintenance. In addition to 

filling the humidifier with water 

every few days we recommend 

adding 1 drop of bleach into 

the humidifier every month to 

inhibit mold growth.  If you see 

mold growing, it is best to 

throw the humidifier away and 

get a new one. 

 

2. Keep your instrument in 

its case 

As their name suggests, In-case 

humidifiers are most effective 

when the instrument is… drum-

roll….kept in its case! This is a 

good rule of thumb in general. 

In addition to providing protec-

tion from UFO’s and other 

atrocities, your case has been 

designed to protect your in-

Winter Instrument Care Tips! 
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Be on the lookout  
for some great  

performance and 

volunteer  
opportunities coming 

up through CSM! 

 
As we enter the  

holiday season, stu-
dents will have the 

chance to perform 
locally for volunteer 

hours! 

 
Stay tuned for more 

information! 

 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

Congrats! 

  

Zara Ashford 

received a 

Center  

Certificate of  
Excellence 

for RCM Pi-

ano Level 4 

 

Lily Carlson 

received a 

Center AND 

State Certifi-

cate of Excel-

lence for 

RCM Piano 

Level 1 

 

Felicity  

Banner  

received a 

Center AND 

State Certifi-

cate of Excel-

lence for 

RCM Piano 

Level Prep B 

http://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30011056/www.pianolifesaver.com?p=eyJzIjoiMnk1TWZReGlEYmJIQU9QdkgtbV8zcXV4cnF3IiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDAxMTA1NixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwOlxcXC9cXFwvd3d3LnBpYW5vbGlmZXNhdmVyLmNvbVxcXC9lbmdsaXNoXFxcL2hvbWUucGhwXCIsXC
http://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30011056/www.pianolifesaver.com?p=eyJzIjoiMnk1TWZReGlEYmJIQU9QdkgtbV8zcXV4cnF3IiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDAxMTA1NixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwOlxcXC9cXFwvd3d3LnBpYW5vbGlmZXNhdmVyLmNvbVxcXC9lbmdsaXNoXFxcL2hvbWUucGhwXCIsXC


 

 

 

We’ve got a few students performing around town over the next week—be on the lookout!  
 

December 17th CSM Students will go caroling at Spring Arbor Assisted Living of Leesburg at 4:00 

 

December 18th will find CSM students participating in a Compline service at Community  

Lutheran Church— join them for a strings pre-concert at 6:30, and a lovely service at 7:00  

 

December 20th, 5:00-7:00 CSM students will perform at the Leesburg Chick-fil-A 

 

December 22nd,  12:00-2:-00 CSM performers will do some flash-mob style performances around town!  

Keep an eye out! 

 

 
Catoctin School of Music wants to give a big thank you 

to everyone who participated in the Angel Tree Pro-

gram this year— 

your generosity is very much appreciated! 

CSM Students Around Town! 

 

Thanks so much to everyone who participated in the 

Christmas Craft Fair at the  

Old Stone School house in Hillsboro!  

 

strument has to go into the shop for a week. 

 

2. It will save you money: Take a lesson from Mr. Wayne, “ I let a crack go in my upright bass and it split wide open in the 

front, 4 feet long requiring $1500 (that’s right $1500) in repair.  I had one of my Taylor acoustic guitars split wide open on the side 

once, wide enough to get your fist through the crack into the inside of the guitar. That required $200 worth of repair. To make 

things worse, it never sounded quite the same after that.”  So take our advice and spend a few dollars now, to save you from $300 

later. For those of you that have already done so, find that old humidifier or Dampit and get some water in it! 


